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VIRGINIA IN 1662-1665. 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and copies in the McDonald and De 
Jarnette Papers, Virginia State Library. ) 



(continued) 



Petition of Masters of Ships, Aug. 18, 1662. 

Petition of divers Masters of ships trading to Virginia to 
the Lords of the Privy, Council — Complain of being com- 
pelled to give bond of ,£2000 to pay 2s. sterling for every 
hogshead of tobacco laden aboard their ships, besides I2d. in 
money for every ton of goods for a Castle duty, tho' there 5s 
not any there or other defence for their ships and pray to 
be freed from giving such bond and that they may as for- 
merly deliver half a pound of powder and three pounds of lead 
towards the defence of the plantation instead of Castle duty 
exhib: xviii Augusti, 1662. 
(Colonial Papers, 1 p.) 



Minutes of Council For Foreign Plantations. 

Inner Court of Wards, Aug. 25, 1662. 
Minutes of the Council for Foreign Plantations. Rtport to 
his Majesty in petition of Masters of ships trading to Vir- 
ginia as to the customs they have to pay for tobacco laden 
aboard their ships including a Castle duty which used to be 
half a pound of powder and three pounds of lead for bullet- 
ing towards the defence of the plantation. Consideration of a 
secret trade with the Dutch for tobacco of the growth of the 
English Plantations to the defrauding of his Majesty's Cus- 
toms. Lord Baltimore promises to write to his Deputy in 
Maryland to seize all such Tobacco. Messrs. Pym and Povey 
to draw up some heads of remedies for said abuses. 
(1 p. Col. Papers, Vol. 14, No. 59, p. 49.) 
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Petition of Sir Wm. Berkeley &c, August 26, 1662. 

Petition of Sir William Berkeley, Governor of Virginia, 
Sir Henry Chicheley, Edward Digges, Richard Lee and others 
Planters and Inhabitants in Virginia and Maryland, to the 
King, Set forth that thro' the excessive planting of tobacco the 
price has fallen so low that it will not bear the charges of 
freight and custom and pray that His Maj. injunctions be 
given to the Sherifs of this Kingdom (of England) to put 
the Act against planting tobacco in full execution and that 
the Governors of Virginia and Maryland have command not 
to permit any ship to depart from thence next year until after 
1 May next. 

Indorsed. "Received Aug. 26. Read in Council Aug. 28." 
(Colonial Papers, 1. p.) 



Petition of Governor Berkeley, August ?, 1662. 

Petition of Sir. William Berkeley his Maj. Governor of 
Virginia to Lords of the Council for Foreign Plantations. 
That by the King's command he is suddenly to depart for 
Virginia there to promote those staple Commodities of silk, 
hemp, flax, potashes, masts and timber for shipping which 
Virginia is so admirably proportioned to produce that within 
seven Years England will not be necessitated to bring them 
from other Countries. For this some few skilful men are 
wanted to teach the nearest & cheapest way to produce such 
commodities for which £500 once expended will be sufficient. 
Requests instructions for the good of the Colony which he 
suggests "that your Lordships may do this with less trouble" — 
as to the administration of Justice and making of Laws. Ob- 
servations on some laws, which the Civilians call extravagant. 
They will in future print their laws for their Lordships ap- 
probation, amendment or rejection so that errors cannot be 
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of more than one years duration — As to the Governor's al- 
lowance. Desires leave to add one Law more to those they 
have already deviating from the laws of England in reference 
to payments in other commodities to the exclusion of tobacco. 
For permission to print this Petition that any Planter or 
Merchant having any thing to oppose may present it to their 
Lordships. 

(Colonial Papers, 3 pp.) 



Petition of Ship Owners and Merchants, September 

6(?), 1662. 

Petition of Owners of Ships and Merchants Traders to 
Virginia and Maryland, to the King and the Privy Council 
— Against the petition for prohibiting ships leaving Virginia 
until 1 May next and praying that all ships may return from 
thence according to the usual manner. 

Signed by Robert Vaulx and 42 others. 
Annexed. 

Reasons offered for the foregoing Petition. 

(Together 2 pp., Colonial Papers.) 



Warrant for Berkeley to Have a Ship Customs Free. 

Whitehall, Sept. 12, 1662. 

Warrant for Sir Wm. Berkeley to have a ship of Tobacco 
of 300 tons customs free, when he shall send or bring over a 
ship of the same burthen laden with silk, hemp, flax, pitch and 
potashes, the produce or growth of the Colony of Virginia. 

[1 p., Domestic Entry Bk., Vol. 7, pp. 237-8.] 
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Letter From Richard Lee, Oct. 7, 1662. 

Richard Lee to [Secretary Nicholas?] 

Begs he will excuse his attendance until Wednesday when 
he hopes to have received certain copies in the business of 
Virginia. There can be no objection to the letter he solicits 
from the King, he has seen several from his late Majesty and 
one from his present Majesty. Will for this last request pre- 
sent 1 him ten pieces to buy a little toy and any varieties of 
that poor country he may command. 

(Colonial Papers, l p.) 



Prisoners to be Transported to Virginia, Whitehall, 
Oct. 16, 1662. 

Warrant to the Sheriffs of London to deliver to Captains 
Foster and Longman certain prisoners according to the an- 
nexed list (which is wanting) for transportation to Virginia 
and to take sufficient security from the said Captains that 
none of them return into England for twelve years. 

(Colonial Papers, 1 p.) 

The King to the Governor and Council of Virginia, 
[Dec. 5, 1662.] 

The King to the Governor and Council of Virginia. Direct- 
ing them to be assisting to such persons as should be em- 
ployed by Sir Humphrey Hook and others in the settlement 
of certain lands herein described leased by them from Henry 
Earl of St. Albans and others. 

Draft with corrections by Sir Jos. Williamson. 

(Colonial Papers, 2 pp.) 



'At this time it was the universal custom for public officers to accept 
presents from persons applying for favors. Readers of Pepys are 
familiar with this habit. 
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The King to the Governor and Council of Virginia, 
Dec. 5, 1662. 

The King to the Governor and Council of Virginia. Re- 
cites the patent granted in the first year of His Majestys Reign 
to Henry, Earl of St. Albans, Ralph Lord Hopton, John Lord 
Berkeley and others, which by reason of the late unhappy and 
unsettled times they could not plant in or enjoy, & the de- 
mise of said Patent to Sir Humphrey Hooke, 2 John Fitzher- 
bert and Robert Viccaridge Merchant, and commands them 
to be aiding and assisting to all persons employed by said 
Patentees in settling the said Plantation and receiving the 
rents and profits thereof. 

(2 pp. Domestic Entry Book, Vol. 10, pp. 19-21). 



Petition of Anne Downe, 1662? 

Petition of Anne widow of Nicholas Downe, chief Clerk 
of the Kitchen to the King, For a pension. Her husband 
Served his Maj'y from his infancy till his going over to 
France, lost all his property in the Wars and was forced to 
go to Virginia where he died, leaving her without support. 

(Domestic Charles II, Vol. 66, No. 107). 



Information in Regard to Anthony Langston, 
January 7, 1662-3. 

Information of Anthony Langston* formerly Ensign in 

'In 1670 the proprietors of the Northern Neck spoke of Hooke and 
his associates as their agents. There was much opposition to these men 
in Virginia and they seem to have accomplished little. 

•Not long after the date of this report Anthony Langston killed a man 
in a brawl (one would hope that it was the government spy), was con- 
victed of manslaughter and condemned to be burned in the hand, but 
was pardoned and later became a captain in the navy. He prepared an 
account of Virginia, which is in the Egerton MSS., British Museum. 
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Prince Maurice's Regiment and afterwards 14 years in Vir- 
ginia, taken by Secretary Bennet. Was drinking last night 
at the Dog Tavern when a person came who invited him to 
engage in some design and would tell him more if he would 
go to his house in a day or two. 

(Domestic Charles II, Vol. 67, No. 14.) 

[I have abstracted (a vey few) papers of this character, 
as the fact of a person being so long resident in the Colony 
may be interesting to a descendant, or for genealogical pur- 
poses. W. N. S.] 



License for Col. Francis Moryson 4 to Leave Virginia, 
March 26, 1663. 

License signed by Governor Sir William Berkeley for Col. 
Francis Moryson to depart the Colony, his private occasions 
as well as the public affairs requiring his going for England 
there to remain three years. 

(Colonial Papers). 



Governor Berkeley to Secretary Bennett [Virginia], 
March 30, 1663. 

Governor Sir William Berkeley to Secretary Sir Henry 
Bennet, Congratulations on his advancement. Recommends 
Col. Moryson to his favour in business that concerns his 
Majesty in these parts and believes his Majesty with little 
charge may find as great accesses to his revenue 1 from this 
place as from any of his plantations whatever. 

(Colonial Papers, 1 p.) 

♦Moryson delivered to Clarendon, Lord Chancellor of England, an 
address in behalf of Virginia, which is printed in NeilPs Carolorum, 
308-313. His two instructions from Virginia were that Maryland be 
forced to consent to a cessation of tobacco planting, and that the Bristol 
Patent (the assignment of the Northern Neck to Hooke) should be re- 
voked. 
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Minutes of Privy Council, Whitehall, June 24, 1663. 

Minute of the Privy Council. A letter explaining a late 
Act of Parliament entitled An Act 8 for encouraging and in- 
creasing shipping and navigation, to the Governors of Vir- 
gina, Maryland, Barbadoes, St. Christophers, Nevis, Mont- 
serrat, Autigue, Surinam, Jamaico and New England was 
signed by the Lord Chancellor and fourteen other Members 
of the Council. 

(4 pp. Colonial Entry Bk., Vol. 60, pp. 11-15). 



The King to the Governor and Council of Virginia, 
Aug. 3, 1663. 

The King to the Governor and Council of Virginia. Re- 
cites the Patent granted in the first year of His Maj. reign to 
Henry Earl of St. Albans, Ralph Lord Hopton, John Lord 
Berkeley, and others, which by reason of the late unhappy 
and unsettled times they could not plant in or enjoy, the 
demise of said Patent to Sir Humphrey Hooke, John Fitz- 
herbert and Robert Viccaridge Merchant, and his Maj. letters 
of 5 Dec. last to aid and assist all persons employed by said 
Patentees in settling the said Plantation and receiving the 
rents and profits thereof. Is induced to believe that his Maj. 
said letters have miscarried as the Gov. & Council have lately 
obstructed the proceedings upon said Patent by the persons 
employed therein. They are therefore commanded not only 
to forbear any further interruption, the generality of the City 
of Bristol being engaged in that design, but to protect and 
give them all encouragement for the advancement of the said 
Colony. 

(Colonial Papers, 3 pp.) 

•The Navigation Act. 
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[N. B. — This letter bears the King's signature and is 
countersigned by Secretary Sir Henry Bennet, afterwards 
Lord Arlington. There is also a Draft of this letter with 
corrections by Secretary Williamson, of which the above is 
a fair copy]. 



The King to the Governor of Virginia, Whitehall, 
Aug. 25, 1663. 

Circular letter from the King to the Governor of [Virginia] 
Transmitting two Acts of Parliament for the increase of ship- 
ping and navigation. The King having maturely weighed the 
importance of these Acts in relation to the trade, shipping and 
revenue of this Kingdom and for keeping the Plantations in 
a constant dependance on His Majesty, he is commanded to 
cause them punctually to be observed and on no pretence 
whatever to connive at the breach of them in any particular. 
The Oaths prescribed in said Acts to be immediately taken. 

(Draft with Corrections, Col. Papers, 1 p. Fair Copy 
Domestic Entry Bk., Vol. X., pp. 108-109). 



Minutes of Council for Foreign Plantations, 
December 7, 1663. 

Minutes of the Council for Foreign Plantations. On com- 
plaint of the farmers of Customs of the great abuses prac- 
ticed by the Planters of and Traders to Virginia, New Eng- 
land, Maryland, Long Island &c. in carrying great quanti- 
ties of tobacco to the Dutch plantations contiguous, the cus- 
toms of which would amount to £10.000 per ann: Ordered 
that letters be prepared to the several Governors of those 
Plantations with instructions for the reformation of those 
abuses. 

(1 p. Col. Papers, Vol. 14, No. 59, pp. 53-54.) 
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Minotes of Council for Foreign Plantations, 
December 16, 1663. 

Minutes of the Council for Foreign Plantations. On con- 
sideration of the abuses complained of by the Farmers of the 
Customs touching the selling of tobacco to the Dutch Plan- 
tations and thereby defrauding His Maj. Revenue, ordered 
that said Farmers, who propose to send Officers to the Plan- 
tations complained of for preventing said abuses in future 
be desired to draw up a model or form of what they propose 
and how far they would have the assistance of the respective 
Governors. 

(Col. Papers. Vol. 14. No. 59, p. 54.) 



Nathaniel Cale 6 to Secretary Williamson, Bristol, 
December 19, 1663. 

Nathaniel Cale to Sec. Sir Joseph Williamson. In refer- 
ence to a plot for surprising Bristol which the writer pre- 
vented. Wylde was prisoner six months and is gone to Vir- 
ginia. 

(Domestic. Charles II. Vol. 86. No. 20.) 

•The Cales seem to have been a prominent family of Bristol merchants. 
" N. Cule " (evidently an error) appears in a list of Bristol royalists in 
1643. In 1649 Nathaniel Cale was one of the AJdermen and Common 
Councillors of Bristol removed by order of Parliament on account of 
their politics. In 1661-2 Nathaniel Cale was Mayor of Bristol. In 1663 
Thomas Cale was imprisoned for refusing to accept an election to the 
Common Council. 

In 1636 Nat. Cale and two other merchants of Bristol petitioned the 
Privy Council in regard to the ship Faulcon, which had been damaged 
on a voyage from St. Christophers. 

On August a8, 1669, John Jeffries and Thomas Colclough, merchants, 
of London, presented a petitition to the Privy Council stating that they 
had employed one Giles Cale to serve them three years as their factor 
in Virginia, and had regularly paid his salary to his wife or other assignee ; 
but that he had now gotten into a plantation, and had in his possession 
a considerable estate belonging to the petitioners for which he refused 
to account. 
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Minutes of Council for Foreign Plantations, Inner 
Court of Wards, Jan. 19, 1664. 

Minutes of the Council for Foreign Plantations. Debate 
on the Model or Form proposed by the Farmers of the King's 
Customs to be put in practice by their Officers which at their 
own charge they propose to send to Virginia, New England, 
Maryland, Long Island & other plantations for preventing the 
defrauding of his Maj. Customs: Committee appointed to 
contract same into as few and brief heads as they can and 
add the Earl of Anglesey's proviso limiting the proceedings 
of such Officers by the late Acts of Navigation. 

(Col. Papers, Vol 14, No. 59, p. 55.) 



There is in the English Public Record Office a letter, May 13, 1676, 
from Col. Wm. Travers, of Virginia, to Giles Cale, beginning "Brother 
Cale." It has an endorsement stating that it was forwarded by " Mr. 
Cale, Postmaster of Bristol," to a government official in London. The 
postmaster was hardly Giles Cale. In his will, dated December 30, 1688, 
Giles Hussey, of Rappahannock county, formerly of Blanford, Dorset, 
England, gave a legacy to Giles Cale, of Rappahannock county. There 
was a suit begun June 14, 1684, by Edwin Conway, guardian of Nat. 
Cale, son and heir of Giles Cale, deceased, vs. Thomas Wilks, who was 
in possession of land belonging to said Nat. Cale. 

The will of Nathaniel Cale, of Lancaster county, dated November as, 
proved December 10, 1690 ; legatees: sisters Mary Inco and Elizabeth 
King ; brother Charles Cale; uncle Rawleigh Travers; to be buried by 
the side of his grandfather-in-law at White Chapel Church. 

George Spencer (who married the widow of Rawleigh Travers) in his 
will, dated June 10, 1691, names John Incs, Nat. Cale and Charles Cale, 
and makes provisions for the schooling of the latter. Robert Becking- 
ham in his will, dated January ao, 1675, gives a legacy to Giles Cale. 

There is a deed from Charles Cale, of Overwbarton parish, Stafford 
county, conveying certain land which Nat. Cale devised to his sister's 
son John Incs, and states that said Charles Cale is brother and heir to 
said Nathaniel; said land was purchased by Thomas Stephens of Thomas 
Purefoy, and was late in the tenure of Mr. Robert Beckingham and Mr. 
Thomas Wilks, and contained 600 acres at the mouth of Morattico 
Creek. 
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Petition of Merchants, &g, in Regard to Servants Sent 
to the Plantations, July 12, 1664. 

Petition of Merchants, Planters, & Masters of Ships trad- 
ing to the plantations, to the King. That there is a wicked 
custom to seduce or spirit away young people to go as ser- 
vants to the plantations which pet'rs abominate the very 
thought of. This gives the opportunity to many evil minded 
persons to enlist themselves voluntarily to go the voyage and 
having received money, clothes, diet &c. to pretend they were 
betrayed or carried away without their consents. Pray that 
persons may be appointed under the great seal who may en- 
ter the names, age, quality, place of birth & last residence 
of those desiring to go to said Plantation which will be a 
means to prevent the betraying and spiriting away of people 
With reference to the Attorney & Solicitor General to con- 
sider what may be done by law, also to call some of the 
petitioners before them and report thereon. 
Whitehall, 1664, July 12. 

Annexed. 

Report of Sir Heneage Finch. That he finds the mischiefs 
complained of very frequent, there being scarce any voyage 
to the plantations but some are carried away against their 
wills or pretend to be so after they have contracted with the 
Merchant and so run away. That a registry of Passengers 
to the Plantations who go by contract with the Merchant, 
would be a proper remedy. That the King might by law 
erect such an Office with a small fee annexed but it will never 
be effectually executed without an Act of Parliament impos- 
ing a fee sufficient to recompense the pains. 1664, July 18. 

(2 pp. Colonial Papers.) 

Remonstrance of the Governor, Council and Bur- 
gesses of Virginia. [Aug. 3, 1664]. 

Remonstrance of the Governor, Council and Burgesses of 
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Virginia to the King, Setting forth the Meeting of the Com- 
missioners for Virginia and Maryland for lessening the plant- 
ing of Tobacco in both Colonies, according to his Maj. In- 
structions & the Agreement that was concluded between them, 
which the Assembly of Maryland have utterly rejected and 
beseeching his Maj. to take the same into his consideration. 
Indorsed. "Rec'd 3 Aug. Read in Council 10 Aug. 1664. 

Signed by 

Sir William Berkeley and Robert Wynne. Speaker. 

(Colonial Papers. 1 p.) 

Minutes of Council for Foreign Plantations In Regard 
to Servants, Inner Court of Wards, Aug. 24, 1664. 

Minutes of the Council for Foreign Plantations. 

Petition of Merchants Planters & Masters of ships trading 
to the Plantations to the King complaining of a scandal cast 
upon them concerning the spiriting or enticing away of per- 
sons against their wills, which they altogether abominate and 
deny and of the great damages they suffer by persons who 
having received money clothes and diet, do at Gravesend or 
other English Port allege they have been spirited away and so 
get off notwithstanding their contracts and praying a remedy 
by way of an Office of Registry of all such persons so to be 
transported: with his Maj. reference, the certificate of Sir 
Heneage Finch and a signed Bill preparatory to a grant of 
said Office to Col. Roger Whitley under the Great Seal being 
read and debated upon, according to the King's directions; 
ordered, being a matter of great moment and the day far 
spent, that the further consideration be deferred for a week. 
(Col. Papers, Vol. 4, No. 59, p. 57-) 



Report of Committee on Servants 1664. 

Report of Committee of Council for Foreign Plantations, 
entitled "Certain propositions for the better accommodating 
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to Foreign Plantations with servants" in twenty articles. The 
servants are classed under two heads blacks & whites. The 
Blacks bought by way of trade and sold about £20 a head, 
the most useful appurtenances of a Plantation and perpetual 
servants. The Whites divers ways gathered up in England, 
few from Ireland or Scotland transported at the rate of about 
£6 per head, are entertained by those to whom they are con- 
signed or are exchanged for Commodities at different rates 
according to their condition or trade : after certain years these 
are free to plant for themselves or take wages for their ser- 
vice and have to the value of £10 to begin planting for them- 
selves. Ways of obtaining these servants from felons con- 
demned to death, sturdy beggars, gipsies and other incor- 
rigible rogues: poor and idle debauched persons. Recom- 
mend as a remedy to the evils complained of, in the petition 
above referred to that an Act of Parliament should pass with 
such powers and provisions as may be proper to the thing 
intended and necessary to the plantations. And that the Sec- 
retaries of the respective Colonies transmit the names of said 
servants every six months and the places and persons to 
whom they are dispersed. 

(9 pp. Colonial Entry Bk., Vol. 92, pp. 275-283). 

Order of Council in Regard to Servants, Whitehall, 
Sept. 7, 1664. 

Order in Council on report annexed from the Council for 
Foreign Plantations recommending the erection of an Office 
petitioned for (see ante 12 July '64) for registering of all 
persons going voluntarily to the Plantations, as being useful 
and prejudicial to none, because the registering is left volun- 
tary, directing that a Commission be prepared appointing 
Roger Whitley to be master of the said Office. Annexing. 

Commission addressed to the Duke of York as Lord High 
Admiral & Warden of the Cinque Ports and to the other 
Officers of the Ports, for the erecting of an "Office for tak- 
ing and registering the consents, agreements and covenants 
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of such persons, male and female, as shall voluntarily go or 
be sent as Servants to any of the Plantations in America," 
certificates of consent are to be delivered under the seal of 
the Office to the Merchants with whom the Covenant is made 
and Roger Whitley is appointed Master of said Office with 
the fee of 40s. a year and such allowances as the Planters 
agree to give him. 

(3 pp. Domestic Charles II, Vol. 102, No. 27). 



Memoranda by Mr. Sainsbury in Regard to "Spirits" 
and Servants. 

The practice of "spiriting away" was much resorted to, 
in the reign of Charles II, and a thriving trade was driven 
by many "wicked persons" who by fraud or violence sent over 
"servants" and others to inhabit the then rapidly increasing 
English Plantations abroad. Petitions were presented and 
complaints were made that there was "a wicked custom to 
seduce or spirit away young people" to go to the Foreign 
Plantations in various capacities. One example (out of 
many) will suffice for Illustration: Lady Yarborough writes 
to Sec. Williamson that a boy whom she had in charge has 
been stollen away by spirits, as they call them, who convey 
such boys to ships for New England &c. & she Begs a War- 
rant for the Bearer whose apprentice he was to search the 
ships going out in order to reclaim him. 
(Dom. Charles II, Vol. 109, No. 23). 

This practise of "spiriting away" seems to have been so 
universally believed, that when any persons, more particularly 
of inferior station, were about to leave the Country, it was 
concluded that they were "spirited away." This led to in- 
calculable mischief and many frauds and robberies were com- 
mitted in consequence. "Evil minded people" voluntarily 
offered to go on a voyage, or to settle in a distant Colony. 
They received money, clothes and other necessaries for their 
outfit but no sooner did the Vessel get clear of Gravesend, or 
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put into any port than they contrived to get away. They pre- 
tended they wtere betrayed, carried off without their consent, 
in fact spirited away. 

To prevent the evils which must have resulted from such 
extraordinary proceedings Charles II granted a Commission 
to the Duke of York and to others to examine all persons 
before going abroad, whether "they go voluntarily without 
compulsion or any deceitful or sinister practice whatsoever." 
At the same time the King erected an "Office for taking & 
registering the consents, agreements and covenants of such 
persons, male or female, as shall voluntarily go or be sent 
as servants to any of our Plantations in America." It was 
however, notwithstanding this Commission found necessary 
to resort to Parliament for prevention of these abuses: and 
at length on 18 March, 1670, "An Act" was passed (see 
Commons Journal, p. 142) "to prevent stealing and trans- 
porting children and other persons," whereby any person 
spiriting away by fraud or enticement, with the design to sell, 
carry away or transport any person beyond the sea shall 
suffer death as a felon without clergy. 

The Papers I have abstracted on the above subject and on 
which I have founded these remarks are dated as follows: 
1664, July 12, Aug. 24, and Sept. 7, (which see & one early 
in 1670) and the subject appears to me so curious and in- 
teresting that I have thought it worth while to write down 
these mem. as materials from which I think an amusing his- 
torical paper might be prepared for the Virginia Historical 

Society. 

W. Noel Sainsbury. 

10 Feb., 1873. 

Petition of Sir Henry Chicheley, &c, In Regard to a 
Cessation of Tobacco Planting, Nov. 19?, 1664. 

Petition of Henry Chicheley, Edward Diggs, John Jef- 
freys and Francis Moryson, to the King. In obedience to 
the orders of the Privy Council of 5 Oct. last herewith pre- 
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sent Propositions which they conceive will conduce very 
much to the good of Virginia. Pray for a speedy time to 
be appointed for the hearing and determining of them. 

Annexed. 

A Representation of the necessity of lessening the quan- 
tity of tobacco and proposals for the effecting it. 

Indorsed, "Rec. Nov. 1664." 

(Together 3 pp., Colonial Papers.) 



Order in Regard to Pitch and Tar, Nov. 25, 1664. 

Minutes of Documents relating to Naval Affairs. Order 
for all pitch and tar from Virginia and Maryland to be cus- 
tom free for five years in order to encourage the planters to 
apply themselves to commodities more beneficial than tobacco. 
(Domestic Charles II, Vol. 106, No. 99). 



Order in Council Forbidding a Cessation of Tobacco 
Planting 7 , Nov. 25, 1665. 

Order in Council, Setting forth the hearing of the Agents 
of Virginia and Lord Baltimore concerning the Agreement 
of Commissioners, for lessening the quantity of tobacco, con- 
sultation with the Farmers of H. M. Customs thereon and 
their report that there should be no cessation, stint or limi- 

'A cessation of tobacco planting for one year, which the people ot 
Virginia at this time were convinced was the only remedy for the low 
price of tobacco and the consequent hard times, could only be effective 
with the co-operation of Maryland. A joint commission, which met at 
Mr. AUerton's at Wicomico on the Potomac in Virginia, agreed to urge 
on the respective Assemblys of the two Colonies a cession for one year 
from June ao, 1664; but the Maryland Assembly refused to concur. The 
Virginia government appealed to England and the refusal of the Privy 
Council to authorize a cessation must have caused much discontent in 
Virginia. This was, perhaps, the first thing after the Restoration which 
would be apt to cause real disaffection, and it should be noted that it 
was one for which Berkeley and the Assembly were in no way respon- 
sible. 
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tation imposed on the planting tobacco in Virginia or Mary- 
land nor any time limited for ships coming from either of 
those Plantations, approving said report and directing ac- 
cordingly, also that all hemp, pitch and tar imported from 
thence & of the Manufacture or growth of those Colonial [?] 
should be custom free for five years. 
(Colonial Papers, 2 pp.) 



Bristol Ships Captured by the Dutch, Jan., 1664-5. 

Petition of several of the King's Subjects in the City of 
Bristol, trading to Virginia, to the King. Five rich and con- 
siderable ships belonging to them laden with Virginia tobacco 
have been taken by Dutch Capers on their homeward voyage. 
They paid a tax of 2s. 3d. per hogshead of tobacco imposed 
by the Governor of Virginia, for the fortification of the Coun- 
try for which they have given bills of Exchange amounting 
to near £400 sterling. Pray for release of said bills or leave 
to export the like quantity of tobacco duty free and further 
that said imposed tax may be employed to the right use for 
at present there is no Fort to preserve ships against a single 
man of War of thirty guns. Names of the ships taken. 

(Colonial Papers, 1 p.) 



Petition of Thomas Pittman, &c. [Jan. 1624-5]. 

Petition of Thos. Pittman, Thos. Grigge and Mark Jarvis 
& Comp. Owners of the Ship Recovery to the Duke of York 
& the Comm'rs of the Admiralty. The Recovery has been 
lying at Gravesend above five weeks ready to sail for Vir- 
ginia, with a special packet from the King & Council to Gov. 
Berkeley and near 40 passengers, her sole outward freight, 
"persons utterly useless to this Kingdom but rather destruc- 
tive in their idle course of life, whereunto they would most 
willingly return upon any advantage given them of escape." 
Pray for a special Order for taking off the embargo upon 
their said ship. 

(Colonial Papers, 1 p.) 
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Petition of Merchants and Shipowners, [Jan., 1664-5.] 

Petition of Merchants and Owners of ships trading to Vir- 
ginia to the King. 

Many vessels having gone to Virginia with goods & ser- 
vants for supply of the Plantations, ill supplied wiith seamen 
by reason of his Majesties great occasion for seamen, pray 
that letters be sent to the Governor of Virginia by the ship 
Elizabeth and Mary to cause all ships within the Capes of 
Virginia to come thence in company for their better security 
from Dutch men of war. 

Indorsed. "To be reported in Councell 1 1 Jan., '64. Ord'd 
Jan. ii, '64 (-5.) 

(Colonial Papers, 1 p.) 



Governor Berkeley to Secretary Ben net, Virginia, 
April 10, 1665. 

Governor Sir William Berkeley to [Secretary Sir Henry 
Bennet] Refers to his letter by Colonel Moryson [see ante 
30 March, 1663] and joins his acknowledgments with his 
brother Lord Berkeley's for the high favors bestowed upon 
Lord Berkeley and upon himself Though he cannot beg for 
himself "knowing that no seasonable showers or dews can 
recover a withered root," yet he does for Col. Moryson who 
he intreats his Majesty will permit to stay two years more in 
England "to agitate the Country's business at the Council 
table," he is faithful and sedulous and to send another Agent 
would put the Colony to a far greater charge than he does. 

(Colonial Papers, 3 pp.) 



Governor Berkeley's Letters of Revocation, May 

13, 1663. 

Sir William Berkeley's letters of revocation. The King 
commands the Governor's repair to his royal presence to 
give an account of the state of the Colony of Virginia and 
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to consult upon the welfare thereof. To constitute in his 
absence a discreet, able and sufficient Deputy to supply the 
place of Governor. 

(1-2 p. Domestic Entry Bk., Vol. 22, p. 134.) 



The King to the Wardens of the Mint. 

Hampton Court, July 12, 1665. 

The King [the Wardens &c. of the Mint]. The Office 
of Assay Master in the Mint being vacant by death of John 
Woodward 8 and absence of Thos. Woodward his father, 
who, if alive, is at some plantation on York River, in Vir- 
ginia, John Brattle is to exercise the Office during the ab- 
sence of Thos. Woodward, with a fitting allowance. 

(Domestic Charles II, Vol. 126, No. 92.) 



Governor Berkeley' to the King, Virginia, Aug. i, 1665. 

Governor Sir William Berkeley to the King. Hath listed 
every man that was fit to bear Arms to be ready on the first 
"Al' Arme" wjith their small shot to assist and man the Mer- 
chant ships in their harbours, but as yet have not heard of 



The following additional items in regard to Thos. Woodward appears 
in the Isle of Wight records: (1) November 10, 1661, deposition ot 
Thomas Woodward, aged 61 years. (2) Deed, April 12, 1667, from 
Thomas Woodward, of Isle of Wight, to Robert Harris, for life of said 
Robert and his son Robert Harris, conveying said Woodward's dwell- 
ing house and the plantation Philip Hamford lately lived on, 100 acres. 
(3) Lease from Thomas Woodward, of Isle of Wight, to Hugh Latti- 
more and Jane, his wife, for their lives, the plantation in Blackwater, 
where said Hugh lives. (4) Due bill, March 10, 1675-6, from Thomas 
Woodward to Philip Ludwell for the use of Alexander Culpeper, Sur- 
veyor General of Virginia, for 800 lbs. tobacco. 

•The Dutch did not reach Virginia in this year, but in 1667, the same 
year in which their fleets entered the Thames and Medway, a small 
Dutch fleet came into Hampton Roads and captured or destroyed most 
of the large number of English merchantmen then in the Roads. See 
this Magazine, IV, 229-245. 
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Tf Ruyter or any other Dutch Man of War on their Coasts. 
Doubts not to be able to give his Majecty a good account 
of this place. Want great guns for the forts they are erect- 
ing, but dare not at this time of exigency beg them of his 
Majesty but will supply them the best they can out of the 
Merchant ships. 

(Colonial Papers, 1 />.) 



Governor Berkeley to Secretary Bennett, Virginia, 
Aug. 1, 1665 

Governor Sir William Berkeley to [Secretary Sir Henry 
Bennet]. Has commanded all Colonels and Captains to be 
ready with their men to secure the ships in harbor with 
their small shot. Has not yet heard of D' Ruyter or any 
Dutch man of war on their coasts, and believes he never shall, 
for they have listed 1500 able horse for Dragooners and 
have ready besides 2500 able men on the first Al' Arme. No 
enemy can manage their great guns half a mile within their 
thick woods. A defence not necessary 'till now, for they 
begin to make those rich commodities which may hereafter 
tempt the army of Princes. Have made great & unexpected 
progress in silk which they shall double every year till they 
make 100,000 lbs. weight yearly: in want of good wheels 
(the French call them Mills) from Marseilles or Messina. 
Shall shortly make as much as 40,000 people in the world 
can do, for they are povided with innumerable trees which 
in four or five years will come to their "perfectest." Have 
unsuccessfully laboured in flax in which the Governor has 
lost iiooo sterl'g. for want of experienced men ; it would 
be worth the care of the Council table to send over ten or 
twenty able flaxmen. Thanks for favours to his brother 
Lord Berkeley. 

(Colonial Papers, 3 p.) 

(to be continued). 



